
Syllabus for Minor Paper 
Indian Society 

Objectives: 
1- To introduce the various perspective on understanding indian soCiety. 
2- To understand the relationship between class, caste. gender, religion 

and ethnicity in India. 
To relate the changing trends in institutional development to the 

structure of hierarchies in India. 
understand the basic Indian institutions and status of different 
groups in India society. 

5- To understand the process of social movement in Indian society 

Unit-I Indian Social Organization 

Traditional Indian Social Organization; Characteristics of Traditional Indian 

Society; Perspectives of traditional Indian society: Basic Tenets of 

Hinduism: Purusharthas, Ashramas, Varnas, Caste, Karma, Rinas and 

Sanskaras. 

Unit- The Caste Svstem: Caste, Concept. Origin and its future 

Meaning, Definition and Perspectives of Caste System; Caste and Varna 

Caste and Class; Merits and Demerits of Caste sy stem; Changes in the Caste 
system; Scheduled Castes, Schedule Tribes and Backward classes; Provision 

for the welfare of Scheduled Castes &Tribes and Backward Classes. 

Unit-I Marriage. Family and Kinship 
Marriage: Meaning, Definition and Forms; Hindu Marriage: Aims, Forms 

and Changes in Hindu Marriage; Muslim Marriage; Christian Marriage: 
Impact of Recent Social legislations on Marriage. 

Family: Joint Family: Definition, Types, Features, Merits and Demerits. 

Kinship: Meaning, Definition, Types, Usages and Functions. 
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Unit-1Y Status of Women in Lndia 
Women in Indian Society; Social Movements initiatcd by the SoC1ai 

Reformers; Enactment of Social legislation; Rights of Women 

Unit-YSocial Movements and Social change in India 

Retorm Movement: Brahma Samai, Arva Samaj, Ramakrishna Mission. 

Backward Class Movement: SNDP Movement, Self-Respect Movement. 

Social Change in India: Sanskritization, Westernization, Industrialization, 

Modemization, Secularization, Globalization. 

Suggested Readings: 

David G. Mandelbaum- Vol-l; Society in India: Continuity and 

change, Popular Parkashan, Bombay-1972. 

Ram Ahuja- Indian Social System, Rawat Publications, Jaipur-1998. 

Ram Ahuja- Society in India, Rawat Publication, Jaipur-2002. 

CN Shankar Rao-Sociology, S. Chand & Co Ltd New Delhi-1995. 

JK Chopra- Society of India, New Chenab off set Printers, Delhi-

2002. 

PN Prabhu- Hindu Social organization, Popular Prakasan, Bombay-

1979. 

KM Kapadia-Marriage and Family in India, Popular Book Depot, 

Bombay-1947 
Yogendra Singh- Modernization of Indian Tradition, Popular 

Prakasan, Bombay-2001. 
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Indian Society 

Objectives: 
1- To introduce the various perspective on understanding Indian society. 

2- To understand the relationship between class, caste, gender, religion 

and ethnicity in India. 

3- To relate the changing trends in institutional development to the 

structure of hierarchies in India. 

4- To understand the basic Indian institutions and status of different 

groups in India society. 
5- To understand the process of social movement in Indian society. 

Unit-I Indian Social Organization 

Traditional Indian Social Organization; Characteristics of Traditional Indian 
Society; Perspectives of traditional Indian society; Basic Tenets of 
Hinduism: Purusharthas, Ashramas, Varnas, Caste, Karma, Rinas and 

Sanskaras. 

Unit I The Caste System: Caste, Concept, Origin and its future 
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Meaning, Definition and Perspectives of Caste System; Caste and Varna; 
Caste and Class; Merits and Demerits of Caste system; Changes in the Caste 

system; Scheduled Castes, Schedule Tribes and Backward classes; Provision 

for the welfare of Scheduled Castes &Tribes and Backward Classes. 

Unit-Iff Marriage, Family and Kinship 

Marriage: Meaning, Definition and Forms; Hindu Marriage: Aims, Forms 
and Changes in Hindu Marriage; Muslim Marriage; Christian Marriage; 
Tmpact of Recent Social legislations on Marriage. 
Family: Joint Family: Definition, Types, Features, Merits and Demerits. 
Kinship: Meaning, Definition, Types, Usages and Functions: 
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Unit-IV Status of Women in India 

Women in Indian Society: Social Movements initiated by the Social 

Reformers; Enactment of Social legislation; Rights of Women 

Unit-V Social Movements and Social change in India 

Reform Movement: Brahma Samaj, Arya Samaj, Ranmakrishna Mission. 

Backward Class Movement: SNDP Movement, Self-Respect Movement. 
Social Change in India: Sanskritization, Westernization, Industrialization, 

Modernization, Secularization, Globalization. 

Suggested Readings: 

David G. Mandelbaum- Vol-I; Society in India: Continuity and 

change, Popular Parkashan, Bombay-1972. 
Ram Ahuja- Indian Social System, Rawat Publications, Jaipur-1998. 
Ram Ahuja- Society in India, Rawat Publication, Jaipur-2002. 
CN Shankar Rao- Sociology, S. Chand & Co Ltd New Delhi-1995. 
>JK Chopra- Society of India, New Chenab off set Printers, Delhi-

2002. 

PN Prabhu- Hindu Social organization, Popular Prakasan, Bombay-
1979. 

KMKapadia- Marriage and Family in India, Popular Book Depot, 
Bombay-1947. 

Yogendra Singh- Modernization of Indian Tradition, Popular 
Prakasan, Bombay-2001. 
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